
 
 
 
March 5, 2002 
 
TO:  GIS Oversight Committee 
 
FM:  GIS Technical Committee 
 
RE:  Cartographic Standards and Recommendations 
 
The GIS Technical Committee submits the attached Cartographic Standards and 
recommendations for Oversight Committee review, comment, and approval. 
 
At their June 21, 2001 meeting, the GIS Technical Committee initiated the 
formation of a working group charged with developing a King County 
Cartographic Standard.  After 6 months of research, discussion, and 
negotiations, the Workgroup presented its result to the GIS Technical Committee 
at their January 22, February 5, and February 19, 2002 meetings.  Members of 
the GIS Technical Committee requested several minor modifications to the 
document, which were made by the Cartographic Standards Workgroup, and the 
document was resubmitted for final approval at the March 5, 2002 meeting.  After 
careful consideration, the GIS Technical Committee unanimously recommended 
acceptance of the standard. 
 
The cartographic standard submitted here is designed to achieve a map standard 
for King County and to assist users to develop consistent, high-quality map 
products.  The standard includes input from the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office 
regarding a map disclaimer, and the new King County logo developed by the 
Executive’s King County Identity Program.  Also, input was solicited from 
throughout the county from casual to everyday mapmakers, and from desktop 
GIS software users to professional publishing software users.  Several staff have 
already tested the standard and have noticed an improvement in visual quality 
without sacrificing the map message.  The standard is the first of its kind in King 
County. 
 
In addition to review, comment, and approval of the standard, the GIS Technical 
Committee requests Oversight Committee action on the following 
recommendations: 
 

1. The GIS Technical Committee requests that the GIS Oversight Committee 
approve the standard within 30 days of submittal.  This is necessary to 
provide sufficient time to develop an education plan for the standard and 
to modify existing mapmaking applications to conform to the standard.  



Thirty days also provides sufficient time to incorporate any changes that 
the GIS Oversight Committee might have. 

2. The GIS Technical Committee requests that the GIS Oversight Committee 
set an implementation target date of 90 days from their approval of the 
standard.  During that time the standard can be published, an education 
strategy developed, and map-making applications used by end-users 
modified.  In addition, the new King County logo standards developed by 
the Executive’s Office will be finalized during this period and can be 
incorporated into this GIS Cartographic standard.  After implementation, 
GIS maps should adhere to the standard. 

3. The GIS Technical Committee requests that the GIS Oversight Committee 
reprioritize KC GIS Center 2002 work tasks or identify additional 2002 
funding, and direct the KC GIS Center to work with the GIS Technical 
Committee to address the following this year: 
• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

Publication of the standard on the KC GIS Center web site. 
Development of a new map-making application for use by end-users 
that would: 

a. Replace comparable applications in use throughout the county, 
b. Implement the standard, and 
c. Incorporate requirements from all departments. 

Development of a method for recording, tracking, responding to, and 
reporting on feedback so end-users can provide comment and 
recommendations to the Cartographic Standards Workgroup on the 
standard.  It is essential that users be empowered to influence the 
standard if it is to be successful. 
Development of a formal workshop that would educate users on the 
standard and how it is best implemented. 
Modification to data dictionary tools and the public library to make it 
possible to document and easily access default symbology guidelines 
for public library themes using ArcView and ArcGIS. 

4. The GIS Technical Committee requests that the GIS Oversight Committee 
provide any recommendations on how the standard might be enforced and 
how implementation might be monitored.  Our intention is that this would 
not take the form of a heavy-handed approach, but be accomplished 
through targeted education and periodic e-mails reminding GIS staff of the 
existence of the standard. 

 
The Cartographic Standards Workgroup has solicited input from public library 
data owners on default symbology guidelines.  These guidelines will be 
incorporated into map-making tools, metadata documentation, and education 
workshops rather than being published as part of this document.  The GIS 
Oversight Committee can expect to see symbology guidelines as these products 
come on-line. 
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